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REMARKS 

A final Office Action was mailed on August 7, 2007. Applicant timely files this Preliminary 
Amendment together with a Request for Continued Examination (RCE). 

Reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

I. Status of the Claims 

Claims 1 - 10, 12 - 14, 23 - 35, 51 and 61 - 68 are currently pending, with claims 11, 15 - 
22, 36- 50 and 52 - 60 having previously been canceled. In the present Amendment, Applicant 
cancels claim 7 without prejudice or disclaimer, and amends claims 1, 4 and 28. No new matter is 
added. 

II. Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for indicating that pending claims 8 - 10, 12 - 14, 23 - 27, 
29 - 35, 51 and 61 - 68 are currently allowed. 

m. Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102. 103 

Claims 1 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by TheBody.com.^ 
Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over TheBody.com. Applicant 
cancels claim 7 without prejudice or disclaimer, and submits that the rejection as to claim 7 is 
therefore moot. In addition. Applicant amends claims 1, 4 and 28 to jEurther characterize the nature 
of his invention, and respectfully traverses these rejections. 

In the interests of prosecution efficiency, Applicant amends independent claim 1 to claim: 

1. A method for funding at least one interactive network site hosted on a server, the 
at least one interactive network site providing answers from an expert to at least two 


' As evidenced at ww.archive.org, as of the archiving date of March 4, 1998 or last update time of January 16, 1998. 
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questions submitted by a plurality of users via at least two client interfaces each of 
the at least two client interfaces being identified to the plurality of users as a forum 
on a predetermined subject matter of the forum, whereby one or more users may 
choose to visit a forum, the expert being presented simultaneously in each of the at 
least two forums, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at the server at least two questions, the at least two questions being 
submitted via the at least two forums in which the expert is sumultaneously 
presented; 

routing the at least two questions to the expert via the server; 

receiving the at least two questions to the expert by means of a personal expert 
interface, wherein the personal expert interface is uniquely associated with the 
expert; 

receiving at least two commands at the server via the personal expert interface of the 
expert, wherein a fu:st one of the at least two commands includes a fu-st answer to a 
first one of the questions submitted from one of the at least two forums and a first 
instruction instructing the server to post the first answer, and the second one of the at 
least two commands includes a second answer to a second one of the questions 
submitted from another one of the at least two forums and a second instruction 
instructing the server to post the second answer; 

receiving a third command at the server via the personal expert interface of the 
expert, wherein the third command instructs the server to route at least one of the 
first answer and the second answer for display on a personal expert interface of a 
peer reviewer of the expert to faciliate a review by the peer reviewer of the expert's 
answer : and 

providing a payment by a third party to fund access to the network site for one or 
more of the plurality of users accessing one or more of the at least two fora, the third 
party being associated with a third party product or service. 

(Emphasis added). 

Amended independent claim 1 adds the step of the server receiving a third command from 
the personal expert interface of the expert that instructs the server to route at least one of the first 
answer and the second answer to the personal expert interface of a peer reviewer to facilitate a 
review by the peer reviewer of the expert's answer to the at least one of the first answer and the 
second answer. Support for this amendment may be found, for example, with reference to 
Applicant's specification at page 12, line 25 through page 13, line 29. 
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Applicant respectfully submits that, as of March 4, 1998,'^ TheBody.com neither disclosed 
nor suggested a personal expert interface that is uniquely associated with the expert and from which 
the expert is able to provide a third command that instructs the server to route at least one of the first 
answer and the second answer for display on a personal expert interface of a peer reviewer to 
facilitate a review by the peer reviewer of the expert's answer. In this regard. Applicant respectfully 
suggests comparison of amended independent claim 1 with allowable claim 8, which claims a 
method by which a first expert is able to issue a command from the first expert's personal expert 
interface to route a question to a personal expert interface of another expert . For at least the above- 
presented reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that amended independent claim 1 is not 
anticipated or made obvious by TheBody.com, and stands in condition for allowance. As each of 
claims 2-6 depends from allowable amended independent claim 1, Applicant further submits that 
dependent claims 2 - 6 are also allowable for at least this reason. 

In the interests of prosecution efficiency. Applicant also amends independent claim 28 to 

claim: 

28. A method for funding at least one interactive network site hosted by a server, the 
at least one interactive network site providing answers to questions presented by a 
plurality of users, the users communicating with the server via a plurality of client 
interfaces, each of the client interfaces being identified to the users as a forum on a 
predetermined subject matter of the forum, the forum enabling users to present 
questions and to view questions and answers relating to the predetermined subject 
matter of the forum, the method comprising the steps of: 

generating at least two fora by the server on the at least one interactive network site; 

receiving a question at the server presented by a user accessing a first forum at one of 
the at least one interactive network site; 

posting the question by the server in a location on the server accessible to at least one 
expert; 

presenting the question by the server to the at least one expert via a personal expert 
interface of the at least one expert, said interface being unique to the at least one 
expert and on which the question is displayed for the at least one expert to answer; 


^ The later of the archival dates accessed by the Examiner for TheBody.com 
{W:\20759\l 00g691-us2\0 128 1 784.DOC lIBBIIIBIIIlllllllllllllllllllffl™^^^ 


Application No.: 09/603,601 15 Docket No.: 20759/1 00G691-US2 

receiving at the server a command via the personal expert interface from the at least 
one expert in response to the question, wherein the command includes an answer 
responding to the question and an instruction: wherein the server posts the answer to 
the first forum accessed by the user to present the question: and the server further 
posts the answer to the question according to the instruction, wherein the instruction 
instructs that the answer be posted to at least a second one of the at least two forums 
at which the question was not presented bv the user : and 

displaying a banner advertisement for a third party on a page of at least one client 
interface accessed by the plurality of users; and 

providing a payment for the banner advertisement by the third party, wherein an 
amount of the payment is determined by a monitoring of traffic on the network site 
by the server. 

(Emphasis added). 

Claim 28 is amended to essentially include the question and answer processing steps claimed 
in allowable claim 29, in particular including the step of receiving at the server a command via the 
personal expert interface from at least one expert that includes an answer to a question and an 
instruction : where the instruction instructs the server to post the answer to a first forum accessed bv 
the user to present the question and to at least a second forum at which the question was not 
presented bv the user . In addition to allowable claim 29, support for this amendment may be found, 
for example, with reference to Applicant's specification at page 1 1, lines 20 through 29 and 
Applicant's FIGs. 6A - 6C. 

Applicant respectfully submits that, as of March 4, 1998, TheBody.com neither disclosed 
nor suggested the step of a personal expert providing a command to the server that includes an 
answer responding to the question and an instruction : where the instruction instructs the server to 
post the answer to a first forum accessed bv the user to present the question and to at least a second 
forum at which the question was not presented by the user . For at least this reason. Applicant 
respectfully submits that amended independent claim 28 is not anticipated by TheBody.com, and 
stands in condition for allowance. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejections of claims 1 - 6 and 28 under 
35 U.S.C. §§ 102(a), 103(a) be withdrawn. 
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As described above, Applicant amends independent claims 1 and 28 the interests of 
prosecution efficiency in order to clearly and directly place these claims into condition for 
allowance. Nevertheless, Applicant wishes to make clear that these actions do not constitute 
admissions by Applicant that the former claims 1 and 28 as represented prior to these amendments 
are unpatentable in view ofTheBody.com. In particular, while AppUcant agrees with the Examiner 
that TheBody.com includes a web page that can be considered to be uniquely associated with an 
expert (for example, Dr. Judith Currier) who is represented in at least two forums (treatment, 
opportunistic infections), and permits users to submit questions about opportunistic infections and 
read answers about treatment and opportunistic infections. 

However, Applicant submits that this page fails to disclose or suggest means enabling 
the expert is able to transmit commands to the server for posting answers to first and second 
questions, respectively, at first and second forums . Applicant submits that the web page referenced 
by the Examiner at TheBody.com is a page which simply enables users to submit and read 
questions, and to read answers. In contrast to the claimed invention, this page does not provide a 
facility by which experts may post answers to first and second questions at first and second forums , 
but rather provides a page as which such questions and answers are posted.'' For at least this reason, 
Applicant submits that former claims 1 and 28 axe not made unpatentable by the cited reference. 


^ Applicant notes that, at the time of the present invention, TheBody.com compiled and posted the lists of first and 
second answers manually rather than in an automated manner through the server (i.e., had no facility accessible via a 
personal expert interface of the expert to direct the server to post first and second answers at first and second forums). 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed 
to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
pass this application to issue. 

If there are any other issues remaining which the Examiner believes could be resolved 
through either a Supplemental Response or an Examiner's Amendment, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 


Dated: October 1 8, 2007 RespectfuUy^ubmitted, 

By_ 


Thomas jTl 

Registration No.: 44,528 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/ Agents For Applicant 
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